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Esther K. Smith : How to Make Books: Fold, Cut Stitch Your Way to a One-of-a-Kind Book  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How to Make Books: Fold, Cut Stitch 
Your Way to a One-of-a-Kind Book: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great basic instructionBy Christy T.Bought this book several years 
ago, after I got tired of the overdue fines from using my local library's copy. At the time I was new to bookbinding and 
this book comprised much of my early book-making education. Since then I've learned a great deal more from a lot of 
other sources, but this book remains one of my most used binding resources.The illustrations are simple but detailed 
enough to be easily followed, making this book a great starting point for anyone new to bookbinding (or more versed 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0307353362


bookbinders who want a fresh resource). It has enough interesting bookforms to keep anyone busy for a while, and 
after covering the basics, takes readers on to more complicated forms.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Entertaining and detailed.By CustomerEntertaining and detailed. Covers many ways to use found materials. 
Good pictures.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Useful and Fun!By Type GirlI bought this book 
several years ago, and have recommended it to my beginning students every semester since. It is good for anyone 
without a lot of bookmaking experience, who wants simple, clear instructions for some not too difficult bindings. 
Recommended!

From zines you can fold in a minute to luxurious leather journals and sumptuous sketchbooks, How to Make Books 
will walk you through the easy basics of bookmaking. Whether youre a writer, a scrapbooker, a political activist, or a 
postcard collector, let book artist Esther K. Smith be your guide as you discover your inner bookbinder. Using 
foolproof illustrations and step-by-step instructions, Smith reveals her time-tested techniques in a fun, easy-to-
understand way.

From the letter-press cover on thick cardboard to the simple, step-by-step instructions that are accompanied by 
illustrations and photos of finished products inside, this how-to will be the favorite of anyone who wants to make a 
book. Absolute beginners can be successful from the first page with an instant book-all that is needed is a sheet of 
paper. Besides paper, most projects call for the same three materials: awls, curved needles, and waxed thread. The 
most complicated one involves Coptic binding, which might take a couple of tries to get right but, even so, is doable. 
A resource list is included, as well as a bibliography of titles the author recommends. It is easy to see that bookmaking 
could become addictive. Crafty teens as well as those who create their own zines will want to take a look.School 
Library Journal, Charlotte Bradshaw, San Mateo County Library, CAAbout the AuthorESTHER K. SMITH, author of 
How to Make Books, collaborates with typographer Dikko Faust and other artists and writers at Purgatory Pie Press in 
New York City. Their handmade books have been exhibited at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Londons Victoria 
Albert Museum. Their artist books are housed in many rare book collections including the Museum of Modern Art, the 
Whitney Museum, and the National Gallery of Art. Smith teaches throughout the United States, Canada, and England, 
and every term at Cooper Union in New York City. 


