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Thomas Christopher : In Search of Lost Roses  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised In Search of Lost Roses: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. IN SEARCH OF LOST ROSES BY THOMAS CHRISTOPHERBy 
George AlonsoThe book IN SEARCH OF LOST ROSES by THOMAS CHRISTOPHER is a treasure for everybody 
who loves roses. It is so good, that I read it every year before spring comes, and some times I go back to my favorite 
chapters, the ones that talk about those roses that interest me the most. The book is good for all rose lovers, and 
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particularly good for those who love the Old Garden Roses (roses prior to 1867, the year the first modern rose, La 
France, was produced), as well as for those who love the history of our country. The book is really full of adventure, 
and Tom Christopher travels all over the country to visit most interesting people who love and search for lost roses, 
people who have such a great stories to tell, that I even investigated some of them to see if I could contact them. Since 
the book was published in 1989, and some of those people were already mature adults, some of them are no longer 
with us, but it is possible find some information about them, and even more importantly, priceless articles written by 
them, and introductions to classic rose book reprints. Some of these great rosarians are great authors in their own right. 
You can get a hardcover edition or a paperback. If this book doesn't make you fall in love with roses, nothing will! *In 
1999 Reader's Digest published another great book by Christopher, EASY ROSES FOR NORTH AMERICAN 
GARDENS, a big hardback with beautiful photos, and he uses the advise of eight rose experts from different regions 
of the USA and Canada, but be careful, or you may get addicted to rose books!1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. He loved it so much he decided to buy it againBy L. GarnerCame quickly. Husband loves this book. It 
is written well and relates well to people who really likes roses. This is the second time my husband bought the book 
as the first one was destroyed a few years ago. He loved it so much he decided to buy it again.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. History Romance and Adventure all rolled into one.By wrentham1aFor anyone that loves 
and grows roses ,especially Old Garden Roses will absolutely love reading this book.I found so much humor 
intertwined into it and loved the way the stories are wound together.If you are a historian also it only adds to your 
reading enjoyment. There surely are some wonderful characters and facts that the reader will totally enjoy.I loved the 
way the roses and there stories was wonderfully researched by Mr. Christopher. Its truly a wonderful read and 
knowledge builder.

Once upon a timebefore the 1860speople loved old roses like "Pearl of Gold," "Marchionesse of Lorne," or "Autumn 
Damask." Then along came the hybrid tea roses, which were easier to arrange, more dramatic, and longer-blooming, 
and the old roses were all but forgotten. Now the lovely, subtle-hued, richly perfumed old roses are making a 
comeback, thanks to the efforts of a stubborn band of eccentric characters who rescued them from back alleys, 
ramshackle cottages, and overgrown graveyards across the country. Thomas Christopher tells us the fascinating stories 
of the old roseshow they were created and made their way to Americaand the unforgettable people who "rustle" them 
from abandoned lots and secret gardens today, revelling in the mystery of an "unknown yellow."

From Publishers WeeklyChristopher's brief account of his journeys searching out the hardy yet subtle shrubs classified 
as "old roses" provides many satisfactions. Illustrations. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalThis highly readable account is the story of one man's quest for the old-fashioned roses, fragrant and beautiful 
flowers largely forgotten following the introduction of tea roses in 1867. The author recounts his explorations through 
backyards, cemeteries, abandoned gold rush towns of America, and old gardens of Europe, describing the roses he 
found and the dedicated specialists he met along the way. By one estimate, only several hundred of the originally 
thousands of old rose cultivars still exist. These roses' wealth of form, color, fragrance, and habit made each unique; 
the same cannot be said of the new, uniform varieties. This is a welcome record of the efforts of the few who are 
preserving this agricultural legacy.- Annette Aiello, Smithsonian Tropical Research Inst., PanamaCopyright 1989 
Reed Business Information, Inc.From the Inside FlapOnce upon a timebefore the 1860speople loved old roses like 
"Pearl of Gold," "Marchionesse of Lorne," or "Autumn Damask." Then along came the hybrid tea roses, which were 
easier to arrange, more dramatic, and longer-blooming, and the old roses were all but forgotten. Now the lovely, subtle-
hued, richly perfumed old roses are making a comeback, thanks to the efforts of a stubborn band of eccentric 
characters who rescued them from back alleys, ramshackle cottages, and overgrown graveyards across the country. 
Thomas Christopher tells us the fascinating stories of the old roseshow they were created and made their way to 
Americaand the unforgettable people who "rustle" them from abandoned lots and secret gardens today, revelling in the 
mystery of an "unknown yellow." 


