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Steven M. Kossak : Indian Court Painting, 16th19th Century  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Indian Court Painting, 16th19th Century: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Indian Court PaintingBy customerEnjoyed book, easy read while 
informative. Not in depth but broad with commentary next to work. You can learn enough to know if you wish to seek 
more information and on what. The paintings are "relative to the sizes of the work" and all are in color. You can see 
more with magnifying glass but that is true of miniatures.106 pages of paintings. Manageable size book

Paintings of extraordinary beauty and variety were made for the many royal courts of India during a golden age that 
unfolded in the sixteenth century and lasted well into the British period. In India, two artistic traditions converged. The 
indigenous Rajput culture produced exuberant, vibrantly colored, boldly patterned illustrations of Hindu myths and 
epics. The entirely different art of the Islamic Mughal invaders, subtle and naturalistic, mainly presented elegant 
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scenes of court life and history. From the cross-fertilization of these two traditions, a multiplicity of highly original 
painting styles blossomed and flourished. While works of art originating in Mughal and Rajput courts are often treated 
separately, in this book paintings made in the major Mughal, Deccani, Rajput, and Pahari workshops are presented 
together, chronologically. Eighty-three exceptionally fine paintings are reproduced in full color. Each is accompanied 
by a paragraph explaining the subject illustrated and pointing out particular qualities of style. Interrelations between 
the various court traditions are explored in the essay, a lucid and comprehensive overview of the development of 
Indian painting. The author vividly describes the vicissitudes of political power, royal personality, and the movement 
of artists from place to place that constituted the historical and social context in which each regional court evolved its 
distinctive artistic vocabulary. The rich, remarkable court paintings of India are splendidly offered to the reader's eye 
and mind in this book, which also includes a map, enlarged detail photographs, and a selected bibliography. [This 
book was originally published in 1997 and has gone out of print. This edition is a print-on-demand version of the 
original book.]


