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Helen Elliston, H C Elliston : Inky Ocean: Creative colouring with quests (Inky Colouring books) (Volume 1) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Inky Ocean: Creative 
colouring with quests (Inky Colouring books) (Volume 1): 

25 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Great coloring book! A must buy :DBy MaryThis is a wonderful 
coloring book! For the most part they are single sided pages so you can use multiple mediums to color with. They will 
have a hint of a picture on the back but you can ignore it if you want to use markers or sharpies. The paper quality isn't 
the greatest but it is hard to find good quality paper in coloring books. I don't usually care about paper quality so not a 
big deal for me. Love the pictures they are a blast to color!!17 of 18 people found the following review helpful. See 
through thin paper blurry/smudged images.By nick kernsI saw this book here on fell in love with the pictures. I 
ordered received the book yesterday. I am not happy with the book at all. The drawings are blurry, the paper is so thin 
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you can see right through. I used watercolor pencils with NO water even that showed through tore the page a bit. I 
don't press down hard either. If this was printed on quality paper I would gladly pay twice as much. As it is now, I will 
just put it on the bottom of my pile of books.14 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Lots of fun under the 
Sea with more than 50 imaginative designsBy iiiireader[[VIDEOID:610977704ebb75929b67e8a92ae62e2e]]Inky 
Ocean is a great underwater adventure coloring book with more than 50 pages of coloring designs. The designs, by 
artist Helen Elliston, are a wide range from skulls to mermaids and dolphins to to bubbles. The designs show a wide 
variety and showcase the deep for a fun coloring experience with some really intricate (though not necessarily small) 
elements to them. There are a lot of suggestions for activities on the back side of pages. I am probably less interested 
in that part of the book but it is there for those who really enjoy activities (plus there is a hunt in the book with a key to 
the answer in the back.)For the most part, I consider the book to be printed on one side of the page only. The back side 
of most pages are a tiny design or words suggesting activities. There are a few slightly larger designs on the back page 
and there are three designs that spread across two pages. For those three, I will ignore the small portion of the design 
on the opposite page and treat it as if it was a single page design. While I would prefer not to do this, I won't want to 
was the page on the front side of any of the three designs.Most of the designs stop before the bind; however, a number 
of them do merge into it and as the paper is not perforated, you will lose some of the design if you remove it from the 
book but not the central theme of the design. The paper is typical CreateSpace (thin) and the binding is glued.All of 
my markers bleed through and my gel pens either bleed through or leave a distinct shadow on the back of the page. 
My coloring pencils work well with the paper. I will use a piece of chipboard or heavy paper behind the page I am 
working on so I don't ruin the following page with leaking ink.I'm starting to add a note to publishers/artists about how 
the book could be improved in publishing. We should keep in mind that improvements probably will add to the cost of 
the book, so it is one of those be careful what you wish for scenarios. In this particular case, the publisher is 
CreateSpace, which is actually owned by . As so many independent artists use this publisher, I'm hoping that some 
improvements can be made without too much additional cost.In this case, the publishing of the book could be 
improved in two ways: 1) make the pages perforated. Making it easier to remove the page to color makes life easier for 
many colorists especially lefties who have to color over the hump of the binding (I am a righty but someone pointed 
this out to me recently and it was a light bulb moment for me); and 2) improve the paper quality so that ink doesn't 
leak through.

Creative colouring with quests. 54 large and 6 smaller illustrations. Most illustrations are single-sided for those who 
wish to use pens, or to remove the page from the book. Inky Ocean is the first in this series... Then Inky Garden, Inky 
Mandalas, Inky Mandalas Mix.

About the AuthorHelen is a qualified artist and illustrator in Devon. She has always found creating artwork to be 
satisfying, fulfilling and a great way to lose herself for some time out. Her illustrations are hand drawn in ink, a 
mixture of detailed scenes and patterns, along with a scattering of simpler designs and some small additions for those 
times when you fancy doing something quick. If you'd like to share your artwork from the book online, use the hashtag 
#inkyocean - She'd love to see your creations! For more info on Helen please visit http://www.helenclaireart.co.uk 


