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Brian Mathew : Iris before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Iris:

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Bible of the genus Iris.By Panayoti Kelaidisl love this book: in
fact | own two copies of the first edition. Brian has produced the most widely accepted current classification of the
genus Iris, and this book is a masterpiece of concise and elogquent prose describing every speciesin cultivation, with
pictures of most of them. Brian brings the vast resources of the Royal Botanic Gardens to bear: as a Scientific Officer
at the their herbarium, he curated the irises and with Tony Hall's enormous skill in the Gardens, he grew all the most
challenging junos and Oncocyclus (as well as many other intransigent sections). The result is definitive and beautiful
and an essential part of any irisloverslibrary. If you are only interested in Tall Bearded hybrids (or as Jim Waddick
callsthem: "Hankies on a stick™) this book is not for you. Stick to Schreiner's catalog. But for students and lovers of
the whole genusiristhisis quite simply put the Bible. | wish Brian would hurry up and write a new Testament!

Descriptions of the plants, classification, cultivation hints and other useful information is offered to the enthusiast in
this text which also covers distribution and habitat. A section is devoted to Chinese species.
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