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Adrienne Martini : Sweater Quest: My Year of Knitting Dangerously  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sweater Quest: My Year of Knitting Dangerously: 

27 of 28 people found the following review helpful. I enjoyed itBy Evelyn UyemuraI didn't love it to pieces,and I 
agree with some of the criticisms here, but nevertheless, I enjoyed it. You can read this in a day or two, and it's not 
laugh-out-loud funny. But it had enough snark,and enough actual information, to make it worth my while. The writing 
IS a little choppy and disjointed in places. The visits with other more well-known knitting writers DOES feel a bit like 
name-dropping and trading off of other people's skill. And there really isn't as much to say about the actual knitting as 
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you might think. So in all honesty, this would probably have made a better magazine article than actual book.The most 
interesting part, to me, was the telling of the Starmore drama. I had only heard whispers and hints, and Martini 
explains the story in pretty much detail.What I concluded about knitting a Starmore pattern is that it really doesn't 
make sense. The reason Martini's sweater didn't fit in the end is that the pattern comes in only one size, and there is no 
practical way to change it. Most of Starmore's designs were created 20 or more years ago, when oversized, baggy 
knitwear was in style. The drop shoulders are almost essential, but they look bad on almost everyone except maybe an 
actual burly fisherman.I did find the whole "is it really a Starmore, if I change one of the colors" tedious. Really, what 
these amazing Starmore designs should do is motivate contemporary designers to get busy creating something equally 
fabulous in today's styles with currently available yarns.In the end, I have to say that Martini's quest seemed self-
indulgent to me. Did she really have any good reason to spend almost $80 on a wooden blocking frame? Did she have 
to travel to Toronto to get her knitting mojo back? I think a quest should involve self-discovery, and if there was self-
discovery here, I didn't see it.But I enjoyed going along for the ride with her. And I loved the interview with the Yarn 
Harlot.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Much of This Spoke to MeBy Heidi A. DuganI am a knitter 
and a wife and a mom. Big hunks of this book spoke to me as a knitter, especially in regards to balancing the stress 
and joys of being a wife and mom by engaging in a fibery craft project. While Fair Isle knitting doesn't appeal to me in 
the slightest (I greatly prefer mindless TV knitting), I totally understand the challenge of attempting to knit something 
because of the process of knitting it. Martini's humor is similar to my own and while this sort of account isn't 
necessarily laugh-out-loud-roll-on-the-floor funny, it was frequently chuckle-to-myself-thinking, "Heh, me too!"If you 
enjoy knitting, particularly if anyone has ever called you out on why you knit despite your local discount store 
carrying plenty of cheap, adequate knit-goods, you will likely enjoy this book.5 of 6 people found the following 
review helpful. Made me want to knit somethingBy RushmoreHere's what I have learned:1) A really good book about 
knitting will make you want to knit - I picked up a pair of needles for the first time in 25 years.2) The knitting 
community has some dangerous characters.Before writing my own review, I generally do look at the other reviews. 
Often it helps crystallize some vaguely formed opinion I already had, and sometimes it's just darned entertaining. 
Several reviewers were critical of Martini because she does not "know her audience." I'm not exactly sure what they 
were getting at. I am a member of Martini's audience, and I'm sure she doesn't know me. Furthermore, I don't hold that 
against her.I found this book to be intoxicating. I am seriously knitting a scarf. And in my visit to the yarn store, I met 
a few characters. I doubt that I will ever attempt to integrate myself solidly into the knitting community but I do enjoy 
reading about it. And I enjoy shopping in their stores.More about the book. I know the subject was knitting, but I did 
find myself wondering if her family wasn't suffering just a tad from neglect. Personally I would have appreciated 
reading more about the logistics that allowed her to traipse around the continent while simultaneously parenting a 6-
year-old and a 3-year-old. But that's just me. Alice Starmore seems to be a fascinating character, and the stuff about 
her intellectual property protection was riveting. Also, the strong message that knitting is good for the soul is what 
convinced me I absolutely need to be knitting right now. So I do understand the obsessiveness of it. I did not think this 
was in any way a Julie and Julia ripoff. To me, it was basically the story of a love affair between one woman and her 
knitting project. A bit kinky, perhaps. But I enjoyed it.

"I knit so I dont kill people" bumper sticker spotted at Rhinebeck Sheep and Wool Festival For Adrienne Martini, and 
countless others, knitting is the linchpin of sanity. As a working mother of two, Martini wanted a challenge that would 
make her feel in charge. So she decided to make the Holy Grail of sweatersher own Mary Tudor, whose mind-
numbingly gorgeous pattern is so complicated to knit that its mere mention can hush a roomful of experienced knitters. 
Created by reclusive designer Alice Starmore, the Mary Tudor can be found only in a rare, out-of-print book of Fair 
Islestyle patterns, Tudor Roses, and requires a discontinued, irreplaceable yarn. The sweater, Martini explains, "is a 
knitters Mount Everest, our curse, and our compulsion. I want one more than I can begin to tell you." And so she took 
on the challenge: one year, two needles, and countless knits and purls to conquer Mary Tudor while also taking care of 
her two kids, two cats, two jobs, and (thankfully) one husbandwithout unraveling in the process. Along the way, 
Adrienne investigates the tangled origins of the coveted pattern, inquires into the nature of artistic creation, and details 
her quest to buy supplies on the knitting black market. As she tries not to pull out her hair along with rows gone 
wrong, Martini gets guidance from some knitterati, who offer invaluable inspiration as she conquers her fear of Fair 
Isle. A wooly Julie and Julia, this epic yarn celebrates the profound joys of creatingand aspiring toremarkable 
achievements.

From BooklistMartini decided to knit the extraordinarily complicated Alice Starmore Fair Isle sweater pattern, known 
as Mary Tudor, and now chronicles her 12 months experience. Shades of Julie and Julia? Well, yes, but Martini offers 
a deeper, more reflective narrative, one that showcases her interactions with other well-known stitchers; her book 
features family snippets and personal philosophies and her travels to places where knitters congregate, such as Toronto 
and Rhinebeck, New York. We meet Ann Shayne, coauthor of Mason-Dixon Knitting (2006), as well as Amy R. 
Singer, Master of the Knitting Universe. We learn a lot about the craft (or is it an art?) from statistics and these profiles 



of major figures as well as achieve an understanding of the community that binds knitters together. Marveleven if 
youre a nonknitterat Martinis way with words: Scissors and knitting go together like mashed potatoes and chocolate 
syrup. Purling through life was never so fascinating. --Barbara Jacobs To answer the seemingly innocent question, 
'What makes knitters knit?" Martini visits knitterly landmarks, chats with influential figures, and ponders our peculiar 
habits and traditionsall the while marking her journeys progress through an exquisite Alice Starmore Fair Isle sweater. 
All roads ultimately lead back to one simple universal truth: Its not about the wearing, its about the making. Clara 
Parkes, publisher of Knitters and author of The Knitters Book of Wool"I could NOT put Sweater Quest down! I felt as 
though I was knitting the sweater along with Adrienne, felt her pain and her joy. Once I even thought, as I was packing 
the car, 'Now WHERE is that Alice Starmore sweater I was working on?' The book became that insinuated into my 
psyche. I love this book." Annie Modesitt, author of Confessions of a Knitting HereticAdrienne Martini combines her 
passion for knitting with her astonishing ambition, bringing to her lovely new memoir an enthusiasm which is 
infectious. Sweater Quest will have you reaching for your needles to knit your own dream sweater, and it belongs on 
every knitter's bookshelf. Rachael Herron, How to Knit a Love SongAbout the AuthorAdrienne Martini, a former 
editor for Knoxville, Tennessee's Metro Pulse, is an award-winning freelance writer and college teacher. Author of 
Hillbilly Gothic, she lives in Oneonta, New York, with her husband, Scott, and children, Maddy and Cory. 


