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Nicole Mallalieu : The Better Bag Maker: An Illustrated Handbook of Handbag Design Techniques, Tips, and
Tricks before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Better Bag
Maker: An Illustrated Handbook of Handbag Design Techniques, Tips, and Tricks:

159 of 160 people found the following review helpful. Not just any handbag sewing book......By D. Landl already
have an extensive collection of handbag sewing books, so why did | need to have this one as soon as it was released?
I've seen patterns by Nicole Mallalieu, and found that she always includes some technique or trick that nobody else
covered, and | have always learned alot. | was curious what she'd teach me with a whole book.When my book arrived,
| ripped open the package and sat down to browse through it right away. Squee! This book isloaded with the
techniques and tricks to take your bag-making over the top, with ways to take a simple design and change it over and
over to make each bag something special and unique. I'm most excited by the various handle and strap construction
tips she provides. I'll be using these techniques over and over, on bags from most any designer | have patterns from.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1607058057

Thisisnot arepeat of anyone else's sewing book - | haven't seen some of these ideas anywhere else.Thisis a great
addition to your sewing library, worth every cent and then some! Y ou sew girl! 79 of 81 people found the following
review helpful. Truly amazing, for beginners or advanced bag makersBy Mary Shawl wanted one bag book and
checked several out of the library before ordering this one. This book isworlds above the others | looked at. It talks
about all aspects of bag making, and half of the book is dedicated solely to bag-making techniques, in astonishing
detail. And how to get the perfect result. The last half contains several patterns of varying difficulty. Thereisone basic
bag pattern, and the author recommends you start with that, using less expensive fabric.If you are interested in bag
making and want to learn the best techniques for a fabulous bag, this book is for you. If you are an experienced bag
maker who wants to learn professional techniques, this book is for you. If you want to take an in-depth, self-paced
course in bag making, this book isfor you. If you just want patterns and instructions for making several gorgeous
bags, this book is for you, too.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very Helpful Tools and InsightsBy
Customerl am teaching myself to make handbags and the book has helped me tremendously to understand and
complete the construction of very nice details of agood bag. The only problems | have had is using fusing tapein
making the gussets because it later gums up the needle of my machine. Thiswas probably alearning-curve issue for
me and the tape should not be sewn over. Otherwise, the techniques have been fairly easy to execute and adapt. The
book islaid out nicely with lots of tips and pictures. Some pictures would be more clear if there was contrasting thread
and cloth, but, still, a person can "play" with the project and come up with the outcome that is shown in the phato. |
am planning to make more of the bags that are pictured in this book.

If you want to make gorgeous, quality bags with the professional edge that really makes the difference between home-
made and handmadeopen The Better Bag Maker by Nicole Mallalieu. In this how-to book accomplished bag maker,
Nicole Mallalieu, reveals her high-end techniques, shortcuts, and secrets for professional design and finishes. The 10
featured projects teach arange of expert skills from adjusting the proportion of the pattern to constructing pockets,
straps, flaps, and bases.. By the end of this book, you'll have a closetful of polished bagsand most likely sew better
than you ever imagined you could.

Bags are apopular project for sewists of all levelstheyre agreat way to showcase favorite fabrics, without all the fuss
of garment fitting. The first third of Mallalieus book focuses on step-by-step tutorials for techniques specific to sewing
bags, such as choosing interfacing, preparing and attaching pockets (including zippered pockets), and attaching
hardware such as snaps, clasps, purse feet, and strap rings. These lessons are followed by a basic tote pattern with
detailed instructions, placing the techniques within the context of an actual bag pattern and allowing novicesto build
confidence. The other ten designs feature a variety of styles, from chic overnight bags to a stylish satchel to a
convertible backpack-tote, and all of the patterns expand on the skills and methods covered at the beginning of the
book. Pattern sheets are included. VERDICT While these plans are useful, the technique tutorials are the highlight
herethey contain information that can be applied to many bag patterns, not just the ones in this collection. Sewists of
every ability level will appreciate having awealth of bag-making information in asingle volume. (Library Journal,
March 2014)If you are going to purchase just one book on making bags, this should beiit. It is comprehensive for al
techniques required to make spectacular bags from zippers, handles, pockets, lining and more. This should also be a
"must have" for any teacher that facilitates classes on making bags or totes. No doubt about it, with this book you'll
definitely be a Better Bag Maker! (sewcalgal.com, 4/13/14)Nicole is a bag-making expert and this book is perfect for
the person who:a) likes bags.b) wants to make bags.c) wants to make bags that wont fall apart after afew uses.Isthis
you? Because its definitely us.Whats fun about The Better Bag Maker is that each bag tutorial in the book isadlightly-
tweaked version of the same pattern. They start simple (hi, beginners) and end with fairly advanced techniques (were
looking at you, people-who-can-confidently-sew-zippers). Tools and materials are pretty basic (afunctional sewing
machine, scissors, fabric, interfacing), but Nicole definitely explains the what and how of all the extra goodies that will
take your bag making to the next level. Y oull learn how to use interfacing to reinforce your projects, how to add
hardware, and why straps are important. (Creative Bug, 6/16/14)Learn professional techniques, shortcuts, and secrets
for making couture bags with this new book, The Better Bag Maker: An lllustrated Handbook of Handbag Design by
Nicole Mallalieu.10 skill-building projects, fully explained with detailed tutorials and illustrations, make this book a
source of inspiration and instruction.Internationally recognized handbag designer and founder of the blog Y OU SEW
GIRL!, Nicole Mallalieu, shares her professional secrets, shortcuts, and techniques for sewing fashionable bags.
(FabShop News, June 2014)This book by Melbourne-based designer Nicole Mallalieu is amust have if you want to
learn to make your own bags. Apart from the 10 fresh and modern projectsranging from a simple tote bag to a denim
weekender with zippered and twist-lock closuresit contains chapters about tools and materials (with a useful
interfacing guide) and basic bag-making techniques, such as pockets, straps, bag bases and closures. The instructions
are clear with lots of photos and illustrations. (Down Under Quilts Magazine, June 2014)Nicole is an internationally
recognized handbag designer, and here she shares with you her professional techniques shortcuts and secrets for
making couture bags. Set apart a homemade bag from a handmade bag! The projectsin this book are graded and



ordered by degree of difficulty and will teach you arange of expert skills from adjusting the proportion of the pattern
to constructing pockets, straps, flaps and bases. (Quilter's Digest, June 2014)If you have an addiction to bags, like me,
itsagreat plan to start creating your own. Learn how to make gorgeous, sturdy, purses and tote bags that you'll be
proud to wear around town. These quality patterns make quality bags that are ideal for awide variety of occasions and
events. The Better Bag Maker by Nicole Mallalieu isthe only book that you will need to learn how to make bags. This
purse sewing pattern book is a comprehensive guide full of technique, tips, tricks, and simple-to-read patterns.
(AllFreeHolidayCrafts.com, June 23, 2014)| have been afan and customer of Nicole Mallalieus for several years. This
book islike having her do a private class! The instructions are very clear and detailed and fun. The lesson planis
progressive building each bag on previous lessons and the basics section. Y ou wont be disappointed.l am an
experienced bag maker, yet thisbook isfull of great new tips. Everything is so clearly illustrated with drawings and
photos. It isaterrific book for both those new to sewing, and those who have been sewing for decades. Highly
recommended. Very pleased with the purchase, and a bargain, as the book has afull complement of patterns. Most
handbag instruction books are those that are just bags, nothing special. This book shows quality well-made bags with
very good instructions.| have been wanting to up my game with my bag making and this book will show me how.
Chock full of techniques that will make my bags look like they were store bought, not handmade. Been studying and
will get to work on a project soon. Cant wait. (8/11/14)About the AuthorNicole Mallalieu was born to sew! She has
been sewing obsessively since the age of 3. Currently, Nicole designs purse, hat, and garment patterns and teaches bag-
making for YOU SEW GIRL!, which she founded in 2003. She livesin Melbourne, Australia.



